
1311 NGreenview Ave #l
Chicago, IL 60622
9 April 1999

Lyle D, Jaffe
Dockets Management, FDA/dhhs
12420 Parklawn Drive, Room I-23
Rockville, MD 20857

Dear Mr. Jaffe:

I am writing to urge you

(docket 98P-0203/CP.)
to support the petition to ban the forced molting of layer hens
From my understanding, the forced molting is induced by

depriving the hens of food and w@er for two weeks, in effect, stressing them severely so
that the turnover time for egg production is quicker and more painless for the companies
that seek to make a profit from another creature’s pain and anxiety. Coupled with the
intolerable caged conditions that they must endure, it is disturbing to think that this
practice goes on legally in this country.

Sitting in your chair now, you may prefer to justi~ the forced molting by rationalizing
that animals are not as intelligent as humans and therefore they are ours to do with as we
please. Slave traders made the same argument in their exploitation of Africans as did the
Nazis in their exploitation of Jews, Gypsies, and other inferior beings.

I assume that you are intelligent and I am writing you because you are in a position to
right a wrong that has been going on for too long now, End the practice of forced
molting in chicken farms as it has been in Great Britain and most of Europe since 1987.
It is the ethical thing to do. Make no mistake, the tide is turning and animal’s rights are
being made more aware every sivgle day, with laws enacted and enforced to protect
them. Ignore change and history will look upon you as a fool.

Sincerely,

Erik Sander
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